
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9  |  V O L U M E  1

VICTOR VALLEY COLLEGE 
NEWSLETTER

 Brought to you by the Associated Student Body

First responders in training received valuable preparation

for their future jobs during Victor Valley College’s

Multi-Discipline Day on Nov. 14th.

 

The biannual event is filled with roughly 45 drills meant to

give VVC’s nursing, law enforcement, fire technology,

emergency medical technology, and paramedic students a

taste of real scenarios that they may encounter in their

careers.

 

“Several scenarios have been set up around the Regional

Public Safety Training Center to expose students to realistic

police and corrections situations and investigations to assist

Forming first responders at
Multi-Discipline Day
By Julio Manzo & Charity Lindsey

 @VictorValleyCollege@vvcedu @vvcedu
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them in their learning experience,” said

Rand Padgett, Director of Criminal

Justice at VVC. “Students will be putting

the skills they have been taught to work

through situations and investigations.”

 

Nursing students ran the, “VVC Trauma

Center,” which simulates Arrowhead

Regional Medical Center. There were

students covered in special effects

makeup including realistic lacerations,

burns, and other wounds.

 

“They’re learning the principles of

emergency medicine,” said VVC nursing

professor Terry Truelove. “It’s teaching

them triage protocol during an

emergency, like a natural disaster.”

“My biggest dream is to be a

doctor in my home country,

Sweden. So seeing this was so

inspiring.”

 

Amid the hospital simulation,

fire technology students were

battling vehicle and dumpster

fires and extricating victims

from the wreckage of a car

accident. 

 

Scenarios went on throughout

the afternoon, including a police

riot and active shooter training.

 

The RPSTC holds these training

days twice a year; once in spring

semester and once in fall. 
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Students from Academy for Academic Excellence (AAE), Academy for Career Exploration (ACE), Options for Youth,

and Oak Hills, Sultana, Yucaipa, and Hesperia high schools observed as VVC students utilized their newly learned

skills.

 

Every single one of the 250 high school students who attended also gained a life-saving skill while visiting the RPSTC:

How to perform CPR.Emil Kennås, a foreign exchange student from Sweden who is a senior at ACE, was pleasantly

surprised by the events that took place.

 

“The most surprising thing was how realistic everything was. I have never seen something like this in Sweden so it

was so cool to see,” Kennås said.



Along with providing important real-

life learning for VVC students, it allows

high school students in the region an

opportunity to get a glimpse of college-

level training.

 

Joseph Alexy, a senior at AAE, said the

“experience was amazing.”

 

“Being able to see behind the scenes

and witness what training is involved

to be able to become a firefighter, EMR,

or a police office was such a unique

experience,” Alexy said. “They really do

training for anything which shows just

how dedicated they were.”Photo by Fabian Guillen

VVC kicks off efforts to pursue Aspen Prize
The kickoff meeting for a new advisory group

established to lead Victor Valley College in its

pursuit of the Aspen Prize for Community College

Excellence was held Nov. 5 and met with

tremendous positive feedback.

 

The VVC Aspen Congress will review and make

recommendations about college practices with the

aim of helping VVC earn the Aspen Prize, the

nation’s most distinctive award for community

colleges.

 

“The VVC Aspen Congress will serve as an

advisory group to me and participation is 100 

percent voluntary,” Superintendent/President Dr. Daniel Walden said. “Our initial goal is to be in the top 900

community colleges in the country.”

 

There are more about 1,500 community colleges in the U.S., 927 of which are eligible for the Aspen, a $1

million prize awarded every two years. Once in the top 900 community colleges, VVC’s next goal is to be in

the top 15 percent. After that, the 10 colleges, and finally, the number 1 community college in the nation.

 

With a singular focus on student success, the prize highlights institutions with outstanding achievements in

four areas: student learning, certificate and degree completion, employment and earnings, and high-levels of

access and success for students of color and low-income students.

 

In this endeavor, VVC is working with the Institute for Evidence-Based Change (IEBC), a nonprofit

organization dedicated to helping education stakeholders use data to increase student success.
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President/CEO of IEBC, Brad C. Phillips, spoke to a group of more than 150 college employees during the first meeting

Wednesday afternoon.

 

“Aspen brings all the things you’re already doing together. It’s about the outcome of your work,” Phillips said. “Students

can’t win the award unless we are supporting and helping our students to be successful.”

 

Phillips shared his assessment of Aspen award winners, noting that they have all made students “front and center” in

everything they do.

 

“We have to examine our habits and policies to see if they still make sense,” he said. “This is a process and takes time.”

 

He added that to be successful, VVC has “got to believe” they can achieve their goals and must prioritize collaboration.

 

Attendees of the kickoff meeting were asked to share ideas at their tables, creating a buzz of conversation that marked

the beginning of the work of the VVC Aspen Congress.

 

When asked what participants were most excited about in doing this work, answers included “working together,”

“improving the college reputation,” and “changing our community.”

 

Walden announced that the Aspen Congress meetings will be held the first Tuesday of each month from 2 to 3 p.m. on

the second floor of the Student Activities Center.

 

“We do not want to forget about this. Every month is our reminder,” Walden said. “We want to work together to see our

students become successful in completing their degrees, getting jobs that are competitive in the workforce and hopefully

staying here in the High Desert to work after they have graduated from VVC.”



The High Desert Food

Collaborative (HDFC) recently

hosted a logo competition,

rewarding $1,000 to the

winning design at an award

ceremony held Nov. 15th.

 

The competition was

specifically catered to Victor

Valley College graphic art

students, 18 of which submitted

new designs.

VVC’s partnership with HDFC allows the student food pantry on campus to remain stocked and ready to hand out

packages of food to students in need each day.

 

The contest was held through a partnership between Christina Keneti from the High Desert Second Chance food

distribution center and the Kaiser Foundation, which donated the prize money. Besides the prize money, the Kaiser

Foundation has previously provided a $10,000 grant and donated hundreds of Meals-Ready-To-Eat (MRE’s) to The

Peak.

 

“This contest will not only bring awareness of The High Desert Food Collaborative and our efforts in fighting food

insecurity in the High Desert to your students and faculty, but will also show how VVC plays an important part in it,”

Keneti said.

 

Out of the 18 submissions, 34-year-old graphic art student Andre Higgins’ design was picked as the new logo.
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Student awarded for design of Food Collaborative logo
By Jacob Nobles

Higgins’ design partly consists of a

heart-shaped red apple with two green

leaves sitting atop the apple and a

white backdrop. The greater design

details the words “High Desert Food

Collaborative” with the slogan, “From

us to you.” The words, “High Desert”

are printed in an earth-tone green

with a Joshua Tree sprouting out of

the “I.” “Food Collaborative” is a pastel

orange and the slogan matches the

earth-tone green.

 

Higgins is self-taught in photoshop

and Adobe Illustrator and has been

influenced by his uncle, who has had

an established 20 year career with

Sony Motion Pictures. 



Higgins even built his own computer at the beginning of the semester, so his winnings will go toward paying off the

leftover expenses at Best Buy.

 

Higgins plans on graduating from VVC with three certificates and a degree next year."My major includes 3D

modeling, animation, motion picture special effects, and filmmaking.

 

"I actually self-taught myself Photoshop … when I used to be involved in the hip hop world under the name Diggy

Dre,” Higgins said. “I am hoping that my future includes working with my uncle at Sony Motion Pictures."

 

VVC is one of 65 partners of HDFC and the only community college partnership. The Peak food pantry, located on

the second floor of the Student Activities Center, opened in Fall 2017 and hands out approximately 135 food packs a

day.

 

Elaine Navarrete, Financial Aid Specialist and Homeless Youth Liaison for VVC, said the college is grateful for the

continued partnership with HDFC, noting that the logo competition was a very special opportunity.

 

“This is something to be proud of,” Navarrete said. “This is an example of how strong community partnerships can

help create other awesome opportunities for our VVC students.”

VVC hosts high school automotive competition
The second annual Victor Valley

College High School Automotive

Technician Competition was held on

November 1st and received with much

enthusiasm from local students and

teachers.

 

Seven schools were represented by

student technician teams — two of

which were all-girl — competing in

various stations and being scored by

volunteer VVC auto students.

 

“I’m glad we’re here because it’s really

preparation for the future,” said

Shaun Kittrell, automotive instructor

for Silver Valley High School. Photo by Fabian Guillen

“We spent an hour yesterday (preparing), which helped a lot. It's a great experience for them.”

 

The stations of the competition included timed tire rotation, an engine compression test, building a functional LED

circuit on a breadboard, engine parts identification and two types of writing activities.

 

Joshua Mennicke, one of Kittrell’s students from SVHS, described the challenge of working with small, individual

parts during the breadboard activity.

 

“You’re looking at little red and white wires and there’s a lot of tiny details,” Mennicke said. “You have to be very

careful and diligent.”
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“We have terrific automotive programs in our district, and we’re very proud of these young women for representing

that so well,” said Kris Reilly, spokesman for VVUHSD. “It was wonderful to see such interest and we hope this

inspires other girls who might be interested in the automotive field.”

 

The highest scoring student from each school was awarded with a VVC automotive uniform shirt, safety glasses and

Mechanix gloves. Oak Hills High School earned the highest cumulative school score and was awarded with a trophy to

display until next year’s competition and a diagnostic scanner worth about $900 donated by AESwave.

 

OHHS automotive instructor John Boulanger said his classroom “could absolutely use” the scanner, which he

described as a handheld tool that allows them to interface with and diagnose vehicles.

The students also had to pay attention to detail

while performing an interactive service writer

exercise by completing a Bureau of Automotive

Repair legal work order.

 

The seven participating schools — Adelanto,

Apple Valley, Hesperia, Oak Hills, Silver Valley

and Sultana high schools — represented teams of

about five student technicians each.

 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, just

2.1 percent of auto mechanics are female, making

the two all-girl teams, from Adelanto and

Hesperia high schools, especially significant.

“I thought the competition

went great,” Boulanger said.

“New technology is coming

out all the time so the more

competitions we can

participate in the better.”

 

Dakota Appelhof, who was

the top-performing student

from OHHS, said the

competition was “very

interesting.”

 

“It’s something to show off

our skills and what we’ve

learned,” Appelhof said. “It

tested both our speed and

accuracy.”

 

OHHS will display the trophy

for a full year until VVC’s

next annual High School

Automotive Technician

Competition.



A group of Victor Valley College student leaders traveled to Nashville, Tennessee earlier this month for a national

citizenship conference and also spent time writing letters of appreciation to American soldiers on active duty.

 

On Thursday, November 7th, 19 Associated Student Body (ASB) Council members flew out for the conference, held

annually by the American Student Association of Community Colleges (ASACC), a national organization which

brings together student governments across the nation.

 

With an early morning landing, the students were introduced to the heart of Music City. After a quick, southern-style

breakfast at Waffle House, they were off to the hotel to begin work.

 

The first activity was a service project: Operation Gratitude. This project focused on gifting active duty soldiers care

packages during the holidays. Along with the care packages, each serviceman and woman received letters of gratitude

which ASACC attendees were tasked with writing.

 

All together, attendees penned more than 300 anonymous letters to servicemen and women thanking them for their

service and sacrifice.

 

After the service project, attendees had the opportunity to explore Nashville, though most used the time to catch up on

some sleep, others explored the nearby Parthenon and Vanderbilt University.

Student leaders learn and serve at national conference

By Jacob Nobles
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Two other presenters from FCFL were also a hit at the conference; Casey Cornelius spoke on getting from here to there

in achieving goals and objectives, while Jodi Jabs and Amber Jolly provided details on avoiding burn out in leadership

positions. ASB Business & Math Senator William Pendergrass particularly enjoyed a workshop by Dr. Jodi Jab and

Amber Jolly, which discussed whether famous people are often “lucky” when it comes to becoming successful.

 

“They talked about how they also experience bad luck, but instead of staying down, they keep going until they get

where they need to be,” Pendergrass said. “I also learned that no matter how far we are from where we live and how

different we all are, our goal is the exact same: To help people — to help the students.”

Terry O’Sullivan, co-creator of ASACC,

provided a brief welcome once the

conference activities began. Phill Clegg,

executive director of ASACC, presented an

outline of the workshops, which included

goal setting, self-improvement, avoiding

burnout in leadership positions and

balancing your dreams and reality.

 

The first workshop, presented by Adam

Giery, a partner of For College For Life,

explored the “Core 5” requirements for goals

that grow into action. Later, he presented a

question to the student leaders: “What is your

rocket?” In other words, he wanted student

leaders to evaluate a goal that may be out of

reach, and find ways to accomplish it.Photo by Fabian Guillen

VVC’s ASB students also spent

time discussing ideas and

concepts around the themes of

leadership and networking with

other student leaders from

across the country.

 

“The contribution of Victor

Valley College at the American

Student Association of

Community Colleges National

Student Leadership, Citizenship

and Advocacy Conference was

critical,” said Phil Clegg,

Executive Director of ASACC.

“Community college student

leaders have a lot to offer and

the experiences that they had

and the training they received

will make them even more

effective on their campuses and

better able to serve the students

they represent.”



While in Nashville for a student leadership conference, an ASB Council member visited a cultural center dedicated to

his historically significant relative: Bishop Joseph Johnson, the first African American to attend and graduate from

Vanderbilt University.

 

Rashad Johnson, 26, is the Fine Arts Senator for VVC’s ASB Council and the great-great-nephew of Bishop Johnson.

He was able to visit the Bishop Joseph Johnson Black Cultural Center while in Nashville, Tennessee to attend the

American Student Association of Community Colleges’ (ASACC) annual conference earlier this month.

 

“I knew I had a distant relative who has a building named after him. Then when I saw we were going to Nashville, I

thought, ‘Wow, this is crazy,’” Rashad said. “I had no idea how many people knew about him. He inspired a lot of

people.”

 

Rashad described the Center as a “mini museum” and a place for students to socialize and study. It features an

auditorium, study lounges, a seminar room and more.

 

It was dedicated at Vanderbilt in 1984 to honor Bishop Johnson, who received his Bachelor of Divinity from the

university in 1954 and his Ph.D. in 1958. He was also the first African American elected to serve as a full member of

the university’s Board of Trustees in 1971.

 

“It’s great to be (the age I am now) and know I have somebody in my family that inspirational,” Rashad said.

 

Rashad graduated from VVC in Spring 2019 and is continuing to gain units to transfer to a four-year university, where

he plans to study cinematography. He said that his new knowledge about his family history has motivated him to work

even harder in school and in his future career.

 

“It’s cool to know I have somebody who has a legacy like that, to lead me,” he said. “I know people say you don’t always

have to live up to your family, but I do want to make them proud.”

Trip to Nashville connects student with family history

Photos by Fabian Guillen

By Charity Lindsey




