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Victor Valley College celebrated the grand opening of the

new, state-of-the-art Student Services Center on February 7.

 

An audience of more than 300 attendees gathered outside

the building’s entrance for the ribbon-cutting ceremony and

plaque unveiling. The center previously had its soft opening

on January 23.

 

Vice President of Student Services Dr. Karen Engelsen

provided the opening statement, welcoming students, guests

and distinguished speakers to the event.

 

“This building celebrates our students,” Engelsen said. “VVC

is your college … It’s the place where anybody with a desire

can start.”

Brought to you by the Associated Student Body
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Former VVC Trustee Joe Range attended the event, receiving an honorary plaque in recognition of his years committed

to the College. Range served from 2003 until 2012 and was a key advocate for the development of a “One-Stop” center.

 

“He always had a vision” VVC Foundation Director Kirk Riding said of Range, before presenting him with an inscribed

plaque on stage.

 

The 27,000-square-foot “One-Stop” center houses many departments in one convenient location, enhancing the

student experience and streamlining essential services. Departments now located in the building include Admissions

and Records, Assessments, the Bursar’s office, Counseling, EOPS, Financial Aid and the Transfer Center, among

others.

 

The “One-Stop” features an open air environment, modern architecture and interactive, user-friendly technology

available for student use.

The Board of Trustees were seated on stage,

alongside VVC Foundation members, the

President’s Cabinet and Associated Study Body

President Gabriel Kelvin. Community leaders

and elected officials were also in attendance,

including San Bernardino County First District

Supervisor Robert Lovingood and the mayors

of Adelanto, Apple Valley, Hesperia and

Victorville.

 

“It is the greatest honor of my entire career and

life to be in this position … When I arrived here

in January of 2019, this was just ground that

had been broken... We watched this structure go

up and become the beautiful building it is

today,” said Superintendent/President Dr.

Daniel Walden. “It is now the face of our

college and this community.”

Representatives from the building’s

design firm, DLR Group, also attended

the ceremony. Touted as the new

structural and symbolic “front door” to

the campus, the building acts as an

inviting entry plaza and central hub for

students and visitors.

 

“From the very beginning of this project,

our aim was to enrich the user

experience on campus,” DLR designer

Matthew Streed told the Victor Valley

Daily Press. “Our design facilitates

increased efficiencies related to the way

students access services, and promotes

opportunities for better collaboration…

between students and staff members.”
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The grand opening concluded with a

closing statement from Walden and the

ceremonial ribbon cutting featuring

Range.

 

Following the ceremony, Range’s wife,

Cherie, thanked the college for making

it “a very special day” for her husband.

 

“It was a vision that he worked on for

years … a place that the students could

go to for the beginning of their journey

at VVC,” Cherie Range said. “This is a

beautiful well-planned building.”

Spring into action: Find a last-minute class at VVC

The spring semester is in full bloom at Victor

Valley College, but the windows of

opportunity to enroll in last-minute classes

are soon coming to a close.

 

Many students are still making schedule

adjustments and looking for available credits

ahead of the first week of the new semester,

which begins Feb. 18. Whether seeking a

course to fulfill your requirements, help you

remain full-time, replace a waitlist you're

stuck in or simply sparks your interest —

VVC has a class that’s right for you.

The college’s main campus has a diverse offering of courses that meet General Education (GE) requirements

for many degrees. GE courses include College Algebra (MATH-105), English Composition and Reading (ENGL-

101), Personal and Community Health (HLTH-102) and Introduction to American Government and Politics

(POLS-102).

 

Notable niche programs still enrolling include Automotive and Construction Technology, which provide

students with immersive learning experiences specific to those trades.

CONTINUE READING ON PAGE 4

By Brian Woods

After the ribbon was cut, guests were then given guided tours of the new facility by VVC Rambassadors,

student employees who assist, mentor and recruit students. A barbeque banquet and social mixer was also

provided by the VVC Restaurant Management program.

 

The Student Services Center is now entirely open and operational, in time for the start of the Spring semester

which begins February 18.
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Art meets technology in the Animation program, with the

Principles of Animation (ANIM-50-74763) and 3DS Max

Fundamentals (ANIM-160-74768) still available to add. 

 

Students pursuing a certificate in Paralegal Studies can enroll in

Introduction course (PAL-100), Conflict Resolution and

Negotiations (PAL-207-74338) or Immigration Law (PAL-208-

75774).

 

The Adapted Physical Education department is offering a variety of

controlled exercise classes, including Advanced Physical Fitness

(ADPE-41A-73496) and Hawaiin Dance (ADPE-90-73499).

 

If interested in joining a skill-enhancing, team-building

environment, the Athletics department is actively recruiting

potential student-athletes. Men’s Varsity Baseball (ATHL-120-

75448) and Tennis (ATHL-128-73676) are available. Women’s

Varsity Basketball (ATHL-122-73668) and Sand Volleyball (ATHL-

144-73683) are also enrolling.

 

Many students also seek alternative education options that may be

closer to the comfort of their homes. Fortunately, courses are

available at convenient locations across the High Desert, including

Hesperia and Serrano High School campuses.

 
 

Courses available at Hesperia High School include English 101, along with its’ corequisite course English 81. Health 102,

History 117 and Math 105 are also available at this location. At Serrano High School, classes still enrolling include

Introduction to Physical Anthropology (ANTH-101-75758), American Sign Language I (ASL-122-75762), Child, Family

and Community Development (CHDV-106-75788) and Introductory Psychology (PSYC-101-74430).

 

A variety of other online, off-campus and hybrid courses are available for students to enroll in before the spring

semester begins. To confirm academic progress and class requirements, students are advised to meet with a counselor

to develop or update their Educational Plan.

 

VVC Counselors are on site weekly in the Student Services Center (Bldg 23). Appointments are available Monday

through Thursday from  8:30 a.m. to 6:15 p.m and until 1:15 p.m. on Fridays. To browse further course availability, visit

www.vvc.edu/schedule/.
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Why voting is important
By Spencer Neos

“Get out the vote!”

 

While we all hear this message around election

season, today’s young adults have statistically low

rates of participation at the ballot box.

 

Is it because of a lack of interest? A lack of

information? No matter the reason, the younger

generations don’t feel as compelled to vote.

Perhaps many people do not realize that our votes count. That we as a people decide who we trust to govern our

country. That we the people of the United States determine who will make the laws and what those laws will be.

 

It is your right and privilege as an adult citizen of the U.S. to vote in the elections for president, state senator,

congressional and state assembly representatives, County Board of Supervisors, county prosecuting attorney, city

councils and local school boards — just to name a few.

 

All of these positions and many more depend on the votes of the people who utilize their right to choose who will

govern over them.

 

Some, like math tutor Hugo Aguilar at Victor Valley College, struggle with having faith in the election system. When

asked for his opinion on voting, he sometimes wonders if elections are “rigged.”

 

“Last election, I didn’t vote,” Aguilar said. “I saw the long line and just didn’t have time.”

Others may want to vote, but disagree with the current methods

of how it’s done. David Kloesel, a VVC alumni who currently

attends Cal Poly Pomona, expressed disappointment with the

election process.

 

“I resent that idea [of a representative republic] because no

politician is like me. As such, nobody I've voted for represents

my interests.” Kloesel said. “Voting should be compulsory, like in

Australia. But deep down, I feel voting is irrelevant because the

U.S. is a representative republic, not a democracy.”

 

Samantha Lewis, a biology major at VVC, said she doesn’t

believe that voting is important.

 

“Voting is irrelevant because our votes honestly don’t matter,”

Lewis said.

 

Joel Mijares, a student athlete majoring in psychology with a

minor in criminal justice, thinks differently.



“Voting is a very important responsibility of the people that allows us to keep in

check what elected officials do,” Mijares said. “Therefore, by electing our local

politicians, we can affect change in the larger parts of society.”

 

Seemingly contrary to popular belief, personal votes do matter in our country’s

presidential election as well. There is no law that requires electors to vote

according to the popular vote in their states, but it is rare for electors to disregard

the popular vote. Throughout our history as a nation, more than 99% of electors

have voted as pledged.

 

“The States use the general election results (also known as the popular vote) to

appoint their electors,” states an informational page about the Electoral College

on the National Archives website. “The winning candidate’s State political party

selects the individuals who will be electors.”

 

Clearly our votes toward the electoral college and ultimately the presidency do

have a very real effect.Whether you like the system or not, it turns out that every

vote is important and can bring change to our cities, states and country.
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VVC joins ‘Operation Confidence’

By Brian Woods

Victor Valley College participated in a regional installment of “Operation

Confidence,” an ongoing nonprofit initiative which seeks to empower disabled

veterans across the state.

 

The event took place at California State University San Bernardino (CSUSB) on

January 30 and included a presentation, panel discussion and representative

meet and greet. “Confidence” was a collaborative effort between the CSUSB

Veterans Success Center, Los Angeles Mission Community College Veterans

Resource Center and VVC’s own Veteran Services.
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The event served as an “introduction to San Bernardino” and aimed to provide county veterans with employment

opportunities and other supportive services.

 

VVC Superintendent/President Dr. Daniel Walden attended the event, representing the college on the Confidence

Advisory Board. Walden spoke among a panel of other community leaders, discussing future workforce development

plans and emphasizing the importance of building Veteran-community relationships.

 

CSUSB President Tomás Morales welcomed other guests and officials to the Yasuda Center, including San Bernardino

County Supervisor Robert Lovingood.

 

Lovingood, a United States Air Force veteran, continues his ongoing efforts to provide veterans with outreach

opportunities. This includes the annual High Desert Veterans Resources Fair held every spring.

 

“Confidence” Executive Director Consuella Mackey provided the event’s closing remarks, thanking guests and

reiterating the fundamental principles that drive the grassroots, nonprofit organization.

 

“We are honored to have your participation,” Mackey said. “Our mission is to assist disabled homeless veterans by

empowering them … and making a difference in the lives of our forgotten, most deserving American heroes.”

 

To learn more about Operation Confidence, visit www.operationconfidence.org. To learn more about VVC’s Veteran

Services, visit www.vvc.edu/veterans.

Veterans Resource Center: 'A comfortable place' on campus
By Jacob Nobles

When heroes return from serving their country

and cross over into education, the Victor Valley

College Veterans Resource Center (VRC) is here for

them.

 

Located on lower campus (Building 80, Room 1), the

VRC was created to be a one-stop resource for

veteran services and opportunities.

 

Opened in 2015, it serves its veterans, active

military and dependents based in the High Desert.

with academic counseling, GI bill (Chapter 30-35,

1606-1607) verification and certification, financial

aid assistance, tutoring, guest speaker presentations

and various bridges to other external services.
Photo by Fabian Guillen

In addition, the VRC’s staff are former servicemen and women that have enlisted in assisting veterans for good.

 

The heart and soul of the center is Esteban Penameza, who served 20 years in the Marine Corps. Now retired and a

family man, Penameza is the financial aid technician at the VRC, helping other veterans.

 

At the helm of the VRC is Gina Janisko, who is a veteran services specialist. She certifies & verifies veterans for VA

educational benefits.
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Before the VRC was created, veteran services were only available through a window in Building 52 (previously where

financial aid was located). In 2015, the VRC was originally established in the Student Activities Center, where the Peak

Food Pantry is now located.

 

“The space was very small and compact. We had the computers against the wall in an ‘L’ shape, a tiny half desk, the

counselor had a little office, and I had to stand against the wall to give the counselor their privacy,” said Janisko. “As

more and more vets needed services, the college saw the need to officially recognise a VRC.”

 

As demand grew and a constituency fortified, the VRC was relocated to lower campus, where it could be expanded. A

grand opening of the new center was held in May 2017.

 

The youngest current VRC staff member is Mitchell Hale, who served 4 years in the Army and is now a national

guardsmen and student at VVC.

 

“The VRC is a comfortable place, and it has linked me to other helpful veteran resources,” Hale said.

 

Serving as the backbone of the team are Kathrine Abara and Fernando Contreras, who are academic counselors that

curate specialized veteran education plans. 

 

As highlighted in the November 2019 VVC Newsletter, the VRC hosted a Veterans Day celebration, raffling off

chromebooks, backpacks and gas cards. To celebrate the start of the Spring 2020 semester, the VRC is  once again

giving away a few gas cards and restaurant gift cards to veterans and their dependents.

 

If you are a veteran or dependent at VVC, then the VRC can provide assistance and honor your service. The VRC’s

hours are as follows: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Thursday; 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday; 9 a.m. to 12

p.m. Friday.

 

For more information, please email va.gibill@vvc.edu or call 760-245-4271 ext. 2245.



“When I was a student, long ago, there were only speculations about the existence of the warped side of the universe,”

Thorne said. “Today, 57 years later, we have observed black holes, gravitational waves, and the Big Bang … Three

‘warped side’ phenomena. They are very much real.”

 

Thorne’s hour-long lecture went on to discuss his observations and research in black hole activity, star collision,

wormholes and more. This included Thorne’s own published smart phone application “GW Events,” through which

users can “map” black holes using predictions of gravitational wave periods.

 

The multimedia presentation also took audience members on a “trip through a wormhole,” which displayed how light

and matter appear when in contact with black holes or other negative energy.

 

Thorne is the co-founder of the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory (LIGO), a nearly half-century

long astrophysics experiment which aims to expand our knowledge of dark matter. 

Nobel Laureate brings ‘Warped Side’ to Victor Valley
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Victor Valley College presented the

fifth installment of its annual

lecture series with world-renowned

theoretical physicist and 2017 Nobel

laureate Kip Thorne. Thorne

discussed black holes, gravitational

astronomy, relativity and more in a

lecture entitled “My Romance with

the Warped Side of the Universe.”

 

Held on Jan. 31 at the First

Assembly of God in Victorville, the

lecture was free and open to the

public, drawing crowds from across

Los Angeles, San Bernardino, San

Diego and Santa Barbara counties.

By Brian Woods
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LIGO detected the first-ever observation of ripples in the fabric

of space and time, known as gravitational waves, in 2015.

 

In 2017, Thorne and two of his colleagues, Rainer Weiss and

Barry Barish, were awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics for

“decisive contributions to the LIGO detector and the

observation of gravitational waves,'' according to the Nobel

Foundation.

 

“One of the things that my students and I worked on was

building a vision for what you might be able to do with

gravitational waves, in terms of exploring the universe,”

Thorne said. “This is the beginning of … a revolution in our

understanding of the universe.”
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The “Taking Your Family To” Lecture Series is an ongoing partnership between VVC’s Science, Technology,

Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Division, the VVC Foundation, Edison International, The Lewis Center for

Educational Research and the VVC Bridge Program.

 

The series aims to provide local students with opportunities to hear from notable STEM researchers from around the

world.

 

“These lectures celebrate the thrill of scientific achievement,” VVC astronomy instructor Linda Kelly said. “We applaud

our founding sponsors and recognize what an amazing opportunity this is for students of the entire region.”

 

After the lecture, Thorne answered questions from curious children and local STEM students regarding astrophysics,

dark matter, and anything ”warped side.” Randomly selected audience members also had the opportunity to take an on-

stage selfie with Thorne.

 

To read more on Thorne’s career and contributions, visit www.nobelprize.org/prizes/physics/2017/thorne/lecture. For

more information on the College’s STEM Division, visit www.vvc.edu/academic_programs/stem.

Rams Complete construction apprenticeship program

By Brian Woods
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Victor Valley College’s Construction-Apprenticeship Readiness Program (CARP) celebrated its Winter 2020 class

completion ceremony on February 12.

 

Twenty-nine students successfully completed the six-week accelerated program, which prepares graduates to become

certified in the Core Curriculum of the National Center for Construction Education and Research. CARP is a grant-

funded initiative aimed at helping students become competitive assets in trade apprenticeship opportunities, such as

carpentry, masonry, steelworks and other building and construction industries.

 

Superintendent/President Dr. Daniel Walden provided the opening statement, sharing his insight and personal

experiences in the industry.

 

“Having grown up in this world, and learning the carpentry trade … I have a deep appreciation of this work. I still love

the smell of fresh cut sawdust to this day,” Walden said. “I love what you do and I’m proud of you for going into this

very valuable trade.”
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The students were provided a luncheon banquet ceremony in VVC’s

Student Activities Center, joined by program officials and

representatives from the San Bernardino-Riverside Building and

Construction Trades Council.

 

Over the six-week course, students learned from Construction

Technology Department Chair Anthony Bonato and adjunct

instructor Bruce Painter.

 

They completed 150 hours of training, in subjects ranging from CPR

and First Aid certification, Occupational Safety and Health

Administration (OSHA) training, multi-core craft curriculum (MC3),

power tools, reading blueprints and more.

 

“This journey doesn’t end tomorrow… It begins today,” Bonato told

students.

 

As a main project during the course, the students built a 24-by-15

building behind the Automotive/Welding Vocational Complex.

 

They constructed the building, which will serve as a storage shed for

the Welding department, from the ground up, pouring the concrete,

putting the walls up and building roof rafters all in six weeks.

Photos by CARP graduate
Cornelius E. King
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During the ceremony, select students also shared their testimonials, with their

peers encouragingly cheering each speaker on.

 

Mary Dellavalle, one of four women who completed the program, said she

initially joined the class in an attempt to renovate her own house. 

 

“I joined this program shortly after I retired … I thought I would never work

another day again,” Dellavalle said. “But throughout this process, I learned

valuable skills and learned about myself … I realized, I have a better bad day

here with you guys, up on a roof, swinging at nails, than on a good day at

home.”

 

Dellavalle, a retired environmental scientist at the Lahontan Regional Water

Quality Control Board, says she hopes to use this certification to join a

Carpenter’s or Engineering union one day.

 

Similarly, CARP graduate Jerold

McQueen says that completing this

program is his first step toward

achieving a promising career in a

union.

 

“This semester, I learned that we’re all

a team here,” McQueen said. “Our

attitude and our work ethic are

lessons we need to learn in life. Victor

Valley College is teaching us that.”

 

Students were presented with

certificates of completion following

the ceremony, marking the first day

of their future careers in the

construction and building industries.

 

The next program will begin in

summer 2020, with the Introduction

to Construction course (CT-90) and

corequisite Lab (CT-91) offering

students college credits and pre-

apprenticeship certifications.

 

For more information, visit

www.vvc.edu/academic/construction

or reach out to Lilia Aguirre at

Lilia.Aguirre@vvc.edu or

(760) 245-4271 ext. 2154.
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