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Hey Rams!

Do you want access to hundreds of local and online deals PLUS updates and helpful

resources from VVC? Well now there’s an app for that! 

Remember the ASB Discount Card? It’s now completely digital in the app. If you

want a BOGO dozen donuts from Krispy Kreme, all you need is your phone!

The app also has VVC updates and links to student services and ASB information.

Click here to download our app for iOS via the App Store

Click here to download our app for Android via Google Play

Brought to you by the Associated Student Body
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VVC honors National Native American Heritage Month
By Itzel Gonzalez

Earlier this month, the Victor Valley

College Board of Trustees adopted a

resolution that recognizes and honors

National Native American Heritage 

Month.

The resolution states that VVC will

recognize the achievements of its Native

American students, faculty, staff and

alumni, as well as encourage all citizens to

learn about the history and significance of

Native American heritage.

Pamela James, who has served as a

professor, counselor and articulation

officer at VVC for 23 years and is a full-

blood Native American, wished the college

community a happy Native American

Heritage month.

“In my culture, we have a saying: ‘Be good

relatives,’” James, who comes from the

Chickasaw, Santee Sioux and Menominee

nations, said. “It is always said at the end

of our prayers … In other words, let’s take

care of each other and to love and respect

one another.”

Pictured above is Shaina, a champion Jingle Dress

dancer who comes from the Navajo and Mesquaki

nations. Shaina is a friend of Pamela James, a

professor and counselor at VVC who comes from the

Chickasaw, Santee Sioux and Menominee nations.

This message coincides with the college’s resolution, which supports respecting and celebrating people of

cultures and backgrounds different to our own.

Bridge Lee, the VVC Associated Student Body President and Student Trustee, noted the diversity of the

college’s student population and its significance.

“Diversity is essential to the success of the student body as a whole,” Lee said. “I find it essential to reaffirm

and recognize all diversity groups in order to further the education of humanity and to further instill liberty

and peace to all people.”

By formally recognizing and celebrating cultural history, VVC seeks to cultivate a welcoming and culturally

responsive learning environment and to educate the community on the vibrant art, traditions and heritage of

our diverse population, college officials said.
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On its website, the U.S. Department of Education provides information on “ways to learn more about

American Indian Culture,” including links to online educational resources.

The month’s official government website, www.nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov, is another resource to

find virtual learning events and information about Native American history.

Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian is offering online programs, cinematic

showcases and workshops all centered around transforming teaching and learning about Native

Americans.

An article on the PBS website states that National Native American Heritage Month has been evolving since

its beginning week-long celebration in 1986, when President Regan announced the week of November 23-30

as “American Indian Week.”

Every president since 1995 has expressed annual proclamations designating the month of November as the

time to celebrate the culture and significance of people who were the first inhabitants of the United States of

America, according to PBS.

The dance, family tradition, art and music, of Native American communities is celebrated each year, while

the history of Indigenous people across the country continues to be shared to educate all those who wish to

learn.

VVC’s resolution is just one example of the many ways the community can take an extra step toward a more

inviting and inclusive environment for all.

Learn more and get involved:

While the Victor Valley College

campus remains closed to the

public, the facilities are servicing

community needs, including

COVID-19 testing and jury

selection.

Since May, VVC’s gymnasium on

lower campus has served as a

COVID-19 testing site, helping to

boost San Bernardino County’s

testing capacity and providing a

convenient central location for

many High Desert residents.

County partnerships allow VVC to serve
as site for COVID testing and jury selection

By Charity Lindsey

Photo by Julio Manzo
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“San Bernardino County is proud to serve the High Desert community at the Victor Valley testing site, and

the county values its partnership with the college,” said County spokesperson David Wert.

The site currently averages between 600 to 700 appointments per day, according to Wert, with VVC’s

Specimen Point of Collection (SPOC) being the weekly appointment leader among all 10 County SPOC sites

when it tested 3,665 clients in the second week of November. Since June 1, more than 25,000 clients have

been tested at the VVC site, county officials said.

“Victor Valley College continues to welcome this opportunity to help our community respond to the current

public health crisis and we are pleased to maintain this valuable partnership with the county,”

Superintendent/President Dr. Dan Walden said.

The testing hours of operation are Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The site is closed

Thanksgiving Day and the Friday after. Testing is also being offered every Saturday through December 19

(closed Nov. 28). Appointments are required and can be made online at www.sbcovid19.com/testing-sites.

Starting late October, VVC’s Performing Arts Center (PAC) has served as a location for the Superior Court of

San Bernardino County to operate juror pooling and selection. After the San Bernardino Superior Court

closed for all but emergency matters on March 17 due to COVID-19 state health orders, they needed to meet

certain health and safety requirements in order to resume jury trials.

The size of VVC’s PAC, along with the technology available to the court in the facility make it an ideal

location, according to Court spokesperson Julie Van Hook, plus the college is providing it at no cost. While

the Victorville Courthouse has “very limited space,” the PAC provides space for 60 or more jurors at a time. 

“Using VVC’s facility allows the Court to bring in more jurors for initial screening, then have them report to

the court for jury service,” Van Hook said.

Presiding Judge Michael A. Sachs said the court is grateful for the college’s partnership, which allows the

court to "keep prospective jurors safe" with proper social distancing.

“In turn, the court can continue to provide equal access to justice through the right of a jury trial," Sachs said.

After the juries are selected, trails are being held throughout the county, depending on the needs of the court,

Van Hook said. For Victorville, the trials are held at the local courthouse.

“In preparation for summoning jurors and restarting jury trials, the Court is implementing an array of

measures to ensure the safety of everyone involved,” Van Hook said.

These measures include fewer jurors being ordered to report on any given day, social distancing throughout

the entire jury trial process, requiring face masks for everyone, increased routine cleaning, health screening

questions asked of everyone before they enter the facilities and fewer trials in session at any one time.

Along with their jury summons and a face mask to wear, summoned jurors should consider bringing their

own bottled water (as a common water dispenser won’t be available) and a small container of hand sanitizer

as an additional precautionary measure.

https://sbcovid19.com/testing-sites/




1. Math 104: 9:00 – 12:00 p.m. with Noguez: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/ 93240442198 

2. Math 105: 9:00 – 12:00 p.m. with Weis: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/92696878406 

3. Math 105: 9:00 – 12:00 p.m. with Viehweg: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/96441940531 

4. Math 120: 9:00 – 12:00 p.m. with Toner: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/95799125944 

5. Math 227: 9:00 – 12:00 p.m. with Mecklenburg: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/97119667606 

6. Math 231: 9:00 – 12:00 p.m. with Simanyi: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/93410806403 

7. Math 105: 10:00 – 1:00 p.m. with Professor Moore: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/92284219525 

8. Math 120: 10:00 – 1:00 p.m. with Professor Schelhous: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/94593880392 

9. Math 226: 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. with Professor Weis: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/94119394563 

10. Math 105/120: 1:00 4:00 p.m. with Professor Simanyi: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/91554248374 

11. Math 105: 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. with Professor Mecklenburg: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/98652297117 

12. Math 120: 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. with Professor Viehweg: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/99049560427 

1. Introductions: 9:00-10:00 a.m.: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/98364506247 

2. Thesis Statements: 10:00-11:00 a.m.: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/93948582461 

3. MLA Documentation: 11:00-12:00 p.m.: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/91780958231 

4. MLA Format: 12:00-1:00 p.m.: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/97909989425 

5. APA References: 1:00-2:00 p.m.: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/92764496846 

6. Conclusions 2:00-3:00 p.m.: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/95941442570 

1. Chem 100-282: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. with Armine:  https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/91909283799 

2. Chem 100: 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. with Elisa: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/98779963966 

3. Accounting & Econ: 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. with Daniel: https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/93758857314 

Prizes funded by the Associated Student Body
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Monica Flores, 46, is a current student in the Consortium who started the high school diploma program at

Hesperia Adult School in August 2019.

“The program has been so great. My teacher has been so helpful, pushing me and supporting me,” Flores said.

As a full-time mom for many years, she waited until her kids were grown to go back to school. Flores’

parents are both no longer living, her father having passed away when she was young, and she noted that his

greatest desire was for her to go to school.

“I want to do it for myself, but I also want to do it because that was something special to him. I know my

father would be very proud,” Flores said.

Flores, who has her own home business making natural soaps, aims to attend VVC after earning her high

school diploma to study business administration and build upon her professional skills.

When asked what advice she’d give to other adults who are considering going back to school, she said: “Don’t

let any kind of excuses stop you. Don’t wait, don’t feel intimidated. There’s so much support and amazing

teachers and people to take you by the hand, no matter your age.”

The Consortium serves the High Desert region, with its membership made up of five school districts within

the boundaries of the college district: Apple Valley Unified, Hesperia, Lucerne Valley Unified, Snowline Joint

Unified and Victor Valley Union High school districts. 

The Victor Valley Adult Education

Regional Consortium was

established in the Spring of 2014,

bringing together adult education

providers in local school districts

and Victor Valley College to

develop a regional comprehensive

plan that better serves the

educational needs of adults in our

region.

The primary goal of the

Consortium is to educate adults

through the basic skills classes

required for a high school diploma

or high school equivalency.

Adult Education Consortium supports adults of all ages
in completing high school and higher learning

By Leslie Sandoval

The 2019 commencement ceremony for the Victor Valley

Adult Education Regional Consortium celebrated 470

graduates. Photo by Fabian Guillen
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Martha Mendez serves as the Adult Education

Regional Consortium Manager, while the Consortium’s

Transition Counselor, Rebecca Manteca-Monjaraz,

supports the students after graduating, offering them

assistance with attending VVC upon completing their

high school education.

The Consortium also supports adults in the following

ways: Classes and courses for immigrants eligible for

education services in citizenship and English as a

second language; educational programs for adults with

disabilities; short-term career technical educational

programs with high employment potential; and

programs for apprentices.

Delores Kittrell, 70, graduated from Apple Valley Adult

Education in 2016 and went on to study art at VVC

after, earning her associates degree and graduating

with honors in Spring 2020.

“It’s good to have someone on your team. A lot of

people don’t finish school because of a lack of

motivation,” Kittrell said.

Kittrell, who became a mother at 16 years old and went back to high school at age 62, proves that it truly is

never too late to achieve your academic goals. Adult Education transition counselors Lilia Franco and

Rebecca Monjaras helped her enroll at VVC and accelerate her progress towards earning her diploma.

Kittrell accompanied members of the VVC Consortium to the Capitol in Sacramento to meet Senator Scott

Wilk in the Spring of 2018, which encouraged Wilk to be the keynote speaker for the Adult Education

graduating class of 2019.

The Consortium holds an annual graduation ceremony, the only event of its kind in the High Desert, with

hundreds of Adult Education graduates honored through a collective ceremony at VVC.

In 2019, the commencement included about 240 participating students of the 470 who graduated. The total

number of students served by the Victor Valley Adult Education Regional Consortium in 2019-2020 was

2,656.

Kittrell still visits the campus of Apple Valley Adult School frequently to inspire others to rise to the

challenge of finding their voice and making a change in the community by elevating themselves through

education.

“I tell my grandkids, ‘If I can do it, you have no excuse.’ There’s no such thing as you ‘can’t.’ Either you will

or you won’t,” Kittrell said. “I put it on the backburner for too long and it was almost burnt up, but I finally

decided to do the damn thing. You just gotta put that first foot forward."

Senator Scott Wilk and Delores Kittrell

at the State Capitol in 2018.



A completed EOPS application. Please click here for the fillable application.

A 20-21 SAR report. This report can be found in your 20-21 FASFA application. Please click here for step-by-step

directions on how to access the SAR report in your FASFA.

A Fall 2020 registration statement.

Hello VVC students,

We would like to let you know that the VVC EOPS Program is still accepting applications for the Fall 2020 semester.

f you are accepted into the EOPS Program, you will be awarded a $300 book credit for the Fall and additional book

funds for the Winter and Spring terms.

To submit an application to the EOPS program, you will need the following:

Please put all 3 documents in 1 email and send the email to eops@vvc.edu

EOPS still accepting applications for Fall 2020 

http://vvcforme.com/pubinfomktg/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/EOPS.CARE_.NextUp-Application.pdf
http://vvcforme.com/pubinfomktg/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/STEPS-ON-HOW-TO-ACCESS-SARS.pdf


Hey VVC students!

We are Phylicia Deam and Dr. Corey Timberlake and we’re

counselors with the RamFORWARD program here at Victor

Valley College.

The RamFORWARD program is a Student Success program

designed to help students who have been formerly incarcerated

and/or negatively impacted by the criminal justice system be

successful at VVC and beyond!

We are committed to helping you successfully complete your

college education and enter the workforce so that you can

provide for yourselves, your family, and your community.

RamFORWARD helps formerly incarcerated students
find success at VVC and beyond

In the RamFORWARD program, we will help empower you to build a successful future by providing you with

dedicated counselors, assistance with Financial Aid, career and job search opportunities, a space for building

community, and much more!

If you're interested in the RamFORWARD program, visit us online at http://www.vvc.edu/offices/ramforwardprogram/

We'd also like to connect with you directly! Feel free to email us at Phylicia.Deam@vvc.edu or

Corey.Timberlake@vvc.edu to let us know that you are interested. (*All information will be kept confidential.) We look

forward to welcoming you to the program and helping you succeed at Victor Valley College.

Sincerely,

Corey & Phylicia — The RamFORWARD Counseling Team

http://www.vvc.edu/offices/ramforwardprogram/


Rest. It is essential to productivity. The mind only has the capacity to do so much with limited energy, so make sure

you’re getting adequate rest.

Create study breaks in between your cram sessions. Yes, I said it — cram sessions — we all do them. Make sure you’re

taking breaks in between. I recommend studying for 30 minutes and then allowing yourself a 10 minute break. Clear

your mind out and then afterwards get back to the task at hand. 

Hydrate. It’s important to drink two 8 ounce glasses of water every morning before your coffee in order to enable your

organs and brain to function at their full potential. Then, treat yourself to your favorite cuppa Joe. ☕ 

Hi VVC Family,

After a semester of unexpected events, we find ourselves in sight of

the finish line. Not quite in our grasp — yet this is the moment.

The moment when you take your future into your hands, into your

mind, into your practices, and into your stride. This is the moment

you feel most alive in the face of adversity. 

You’ve gone through “zoom fatigue” and the at-times

overwhelming workload. Now this is it! Your time to shine. time to

let the pieces fall into place — that last kick through the

red tape. So what will you do with this opportunity at your

fingertips?

ASB President's Corner: Approaching the finish line

Focus. Find the best spot in your home and

create that space with the primary purpose

and intention of studying and only studying

if possible.

Lastly, be gentle with yourself this semester,

as circumstances have been quite

unprecedented. After exams, pat yourself on

the back, positively reinforce your efforts,

and let yourself know that you did the best

of your ability. Then, continue to move

forward until you cross the finish line of

Fall 2020.

I believe in each and every one of you and

know we can all see this through to the end.

We’re in this together, even though we must

be apart.

May the force be with each and every one

of you.

Bridget R. Lee

ASB President & Student Trustee



Verify your enrollment date

To find your registration block date, login to WebAdvisor, select “My Registration Dates” from the

Student Menu, and select the relevant semester term. It will display their registration information,

including the registration block you’ve been assigned.

Click here to view a video tutorial.

Learn how to register using Navigate

Click here to watch a video tutorial on how to access and use the VVC Navigate system.

Register for a counseling workshop

This workshop series is designed to help students transition to the new platform for registration.

Learn how to access the system, view your Educational Plan, search the course schedule, and register

for classes. Navigate will help enrolled students determine their educational goals, define how to reach

them, and stay on track with reminders and helpful tools.

Click here to view the full list of upcoming Navigate workshops and to register.

The VVC Guidance & Counseling Department is offering workshops to assist students with learning

how to use the Navigate platform.

Click here to view the full list of upcoming Navigate workshops and to register.

Students who'd like to attend one of the upcoming Zoom workshops must register for one. Upon registering,

you will receive an appointment confirmation with the link to join.

This workshop series is designed to help students transition to the new platform for registration. Learn how

to access the system, view your Educational Plan, search the course schedule, and register for classes.

Register for Winter & Spring on NAVIGATE
Priority Registration began November 9, 2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbXJ4YjgnjA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aK-ksWp749c&feature=youtu.be
http://vvcforme.com/pubinfomktg/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Navigate-Training-for-Students-Fall-2020.pdf
http://vvcforme.com/pubinfomktg/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Navigate-Training-for-Students-Fall-2020.pdf




As we reflect upon 2020 during this holiday season, we — your community college staff, faculty, and administration

— want to take the opportunity to thank you for sticking with us this year.

We’re all well aware of the challenges that this year has brought, but it’s worth taking time to appreciate how we’ve

risen to these challenges and forged a path forward. 

ake a moment to thank not only those who’ve helped you get through this year, but also to thank yourself. By

continuing in your academic pursuits, you’ve proven that you’re dedicated to your success and to the fields and issues

you’re passionate about.

We are grateful for our students’ adaptability on so many fronts, as our educational environment has changed

dramatically and you’ve continued to learn and grow through it all.

It was early in the Spring 2020 semester when we transitioned in-person classes to an online format and campus

became closed to the public, recognizing state orders. While this decision was made with the utmost caution regarding

the safety of the VVC community, we know that the ongoing pandemic has been a major disruption of education —

and life in general — not just in our community, but across the globe.

Although VVC was no less affected by it than any other institution, staff and faculty here have taken great strides to

ensure the smoothest possible transition, and you, our students, have shown immense patience and understanding in

handling this transition.

Dear students,



In 2019, VVC committed to its pursuit of the Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence for a reason, and that

reason is to harbor and increase student success, no matter the circumstances. As we continue our quest to become a

nationally recognized college, the pandemic has only furthered our resolve to work harder and smarter, doing more

with less.

VVC’s vision includes “innovative teaching and service with imaginative uses of collaboration and technology.” Even

through these difficult times, the silver lining has been found in embracing new ways to teach and support you.

We appreciate your resiliency as you move forward toward your academic and career goals at VVC, and for providing

us with valuable feedback as we all learn together how to navigate these changes.

The college is committed to the health and safety of our community before anything else. At VVC, we believe in

leading by example and serving the common good, so we are grateful for students’ support in being socially responsible

and doing all we can to curb the spread of the COVID-19 virus.

For the limited staff who still work on campus and the students who make appointments to visit for particular needs,

such as item pickup, our custodial staff is serving as the disinfecting team and using electrostatic disinfectant fogging

machines to cover every occupied building every day. We’ve also ensured that every area has disinfecting wipes, hand

sanitizer, and is supplied with basic Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), such as masks and gloves.

As far as we’ve been made aware, there has been no spread of COVID-19 from one VVC employee to another, or one

student to an employee, and we strive to maintain this.

Thank you for being responsible for your own actions to protect your loved ones and all those you come in contact

with, from washing your hands to following health guidelines. We must all work together to ensure a better future.



THANK YOU
For being a Ram


