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More than 250 wrapped toys were given to children of Victor Valley College students on Saturday thanks to

the volunteer efforts of college staff members and volunteers.

The Associated Student Body Council continued the college’s 20-year tradition of “Lights of Love,” a holiday

gift drive. The children benefiting from the event are those of parents who are VVC students enrolled in

specific programs at the college.

The Extended Opportunity Program and Services (EOPS) department offers the Cooperative Agencies

Resources for Education (CARE) program, which provides academic support to meet the unique needs of

single parents, while the California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKS) program

provides temporary cash aid assistance to families with dependent children.

“A number of campus holiday traditions rely on the generosity and participation of our campus family,”

said Robert Sewell, VVC’s Public Information Office/Marketing Director and ASB Advisor. "Be it

participation in a holiday food drive or sponsoring the children’s toy drive, ‘Lights of Love,’ we continue to

make the holidays even more special for those who surely appreciate the assistance we can provide.”
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‘Lights of Love’ toy drive serves hundreds of children



The tradition was born from the college’s CARE Department,

initiated by longtime CARE employee Margaret Kagy, Robert

Sewell and former sociology professor Rebecca Britt, who

passed away in 2007. 

Lights of Love was “best exemplified by” Britt, who was a

beloved instructor, and it is held in her honor.

The event is now led by VVC’s ASB Council, the Child

Development Center, the Ready Rams Club and other students

clubs.

Although the usual festivities with Santa Claus and sweet treats

could not take place this year, it is the hope of those involved

that the gifts brought joy to the children who received them.

Additional gifts collected through the Lights of Love drive were

given to the Victor Valley Warming Shelter, which is currently

hosting 11 children along with more than 40 adults, and the

Victor Valley Domestic Violence Shelter.

Through this generosity, a total

of 258 children were provided

with donated presents this

year.

They were given out park-and-

go style, with a handful of

college staff and volunteer

students assisting to bring the

gifts out to parents’ cars on

Saturday at VVC.



Many letters are written and sent to soldiers, commonly gathered from churches and schools, and sent

overseas to provide some holiday cheer to the ones currently serving.

But what is done for the men and women veterans who have retired from active duty? Thousands of

veterans live in special homes across the country that provide assisted living.

Unfortunately, the pandemic has caused places like veteran homes, hospitals and assisted living facilities to

limit the amount of contact their residents are allowed. So instead of family visits and traditional

celebrations, veterans are isolated in order to reduce their chances of falling ill.

Holiday cards for the Barstow Veterans Home
By Pamela Glendinning

Every year, thousands of

brave men and women don’t

get to spend time with their

loved ones on holidays

because they are busy

defending our great nation. 

From Airmen to Marines,

the members of the armed

forces go where they are told

and do what is expected of

them in their careers,

oftentimes making great

sacrifices to do so.

In hopes of spreading

some much-needed

holiday cheer, the Victor

Valley College Associated

Student Body approved

funds to buy cards for the

local veterans home in

Barstow, which members

of the Council hand-

wrote special notes of

thanks in.
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“To be a small part of respecting and remembering those who served helped to make 2020 a better year.”

Victor Valley College is committed to caring about the community during these trying times of the

coronavirus pandemic, and we hope the veterans and their families have a happy and safe holiday

season and a wonderful New Year.

“More people should think about writing

to local veterans,” said ASB Vice

President Kimberly Aguilar. “Everyone

deserves to feel cared about and loved

during the holiday season.”

Council members decorated envelopes

and wrote meaningful messages in the

holiday cards that were delivered to all

149 veterans on December 18.

ASB mentor Tim Isbell said he was

thankful to be a part of the event.

“It was an absolute pleasure to deliver 150

holiday cards, each decorated by VVC

students, to our local veterans at the

Barstow Veteran’s Home,” Isbell said.



“This event went surprisingly well since it was completely remote,” said Anh Weis, VVC math instructor and

head of the Math Success Center. “The attendance is almost thesame numbers as the past semester, before the

coronavirus pandemic.”

Students joined Study-A-Thon sessions simply by logging into Canvas, clicking on“Tutoring and Academic

Support,” on “ConferZoom” and then locating theworkshop they wanted to join. Although classes and school

activities are remote, the Study-a-thon still resulted in a high success rate overall and helped students better

prepare for completing the Fall semester.

A participating student, Kaidin Oliver, thanked the math department for a “great final study review.”“

I am very pleased that even with hard times with COVID, you guys made it work and honestly did better than

I was expecting for this semester. You guys are awesome and I can't thank you enough,” Oliver said.

Study-a-thon helps students successfully finish semester
By Rosa Alvarado

VVC’s Study-a-thon has been

known to successfully assist

and improve students’

understanding of class subjects

in preparation for final exams,

and the Fall 2020 event was no

exception.

More than 200 students

participated in the Study-a-

Thon this year, combined

between all sessions, which

included math, writing,

chemistry, and accounting &

economics. 
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The study event not only helped students succeed in their classes, but also awarded more than $600 worth of gift card

prizes to those who participated, funded by the Associated Study Body.

“I want to express my gratitude to Superintendent/President Dan Walden, the President’s Cabinet for their support in

funding for the event and to ASB Council for providing prizes for our students. The event would not take place

without their support for the last four years,” Weis said. “The Study-a-thon becomes a culture among our VVC

students. They look forward to getting the help to succeed in passing the final exams to pass their courses.”

Students also gave special thanks to Weis and the Math Success Center.

“Thank you for this whole semester ... Encouraging us to get help from the math tutors at the MSC allowed me to

understand my faults and learn from them,” said Alona, a student who recently took one of Weis’ classes.

A total of 186 students attended the math sessions alone, with the highest attended sessions being Math 105 with Anh

Weis and Trinity Mecklenburg and Math 120 with Steve Toner and Jarom Viehweg.

 “Math faculty worked together to create a common practice final exam for high traffic classes such as Math 105 and

Math 120 this semester to help our students in remote learning,” Weis said. “Bravo! This benefited so many students.”

HOW TO READ THE WINTER & SPRING 2021 SCHEDULE

If your class does not have days/times listed: It’s an online course and will take place fully online but

not in real time (asynchronously). Log in to your class through CANVAS to complete coursework.

If your class has days/times listed, but does not have a building/room number: It will meet fully online

in real time (asynchronously). Log in to your class through CANVAS to meet via Zoom at the times listed.

(Note for Winter: An email from your Dean’s office telling you how the class will be taught will be sent to

your VVC email address.)

If your class has days/times AND a building/room number listed: It will meet in-person at the

designated days/times/location. Note: There are very few of these.



The Fall 2020 Victor Valley College Student Art

Show made its online debut last week, featuring

students’ best work in digital art, drawing, painting,

photography and sculpting.

“We owe it to our students to share their work with

the world,” said VVC Art Department Chair Frank

Foster. “We are very fortunate to have wonderful,

kind and talented students.” 

The art show can be visited online at www.VVC-

art.com until Feb. 16, 2021. The student art show is

always presented to the public in order to “serve as

a bridge between the college and the community,”

the website states.

“Due to the COVID-19-related lockdown, we

wanted to provide our students a platform to

display their art and invite the community to view

the show,” the art show website states. “Art is an

essential part of any culture. It allows individuals

to communicate ideas that can range from the

concrete to the abstract.”

The Art Show will be judged on the following

categories: 2D Design (CART, Photoshop), 3D

Design (Sculpture), Drawing/ Life Drawing,

Photography, and Painting. Awards will be given

by category, including a $100 first place prize, $75

second place and $20 third place.

Online Art Show shares students’ work with community

The jurors judging the art are Dr. Karen Miskell, chair of VVC’s music department; Rosemary Rivas, a VVC graduate

and local artist artist; Thom Bond, owner of American Art & Frame Co. in Apple Valley; Troy Kuhns, chair of the VVC

welding program; Sergey Astakhov, a director and filmmaker; Mary Vazquez, a recent VVC graduate pursuing a

Bachelor’s Degree in Art from CSU Fullerton; and Kenyona Krick, an instructional program specialist at the college.

The judges will score the art pieces based on a 10-point scale, including three key areas that will be evaluated —

composition, craftsmanship and creativity.

This year’s winner of the Art Poster Competition was Alexis Josue Rodriguez Morga, whose artwork was used to

promote the online exhibit.

Visit  www.VVC-art.com  to visit the Victor Valley College Student Art Show from

December 10, 2020 to February 16, 2021.

By Leslie Sandoval





The Victor Valley College Criminal Justice Department held two academy graduations on Thursday night, celebrating

the accomplishments of 19 students who’ve committed to “protect and serve” in their chosen careers.

Ten students made up the 72nd class of VVC’s Law Enforcement Module II, while the 42nd class of Module III

comprised nine students. Students who successfully complete the second level modulated course earn a certificate of

career preparation, which is certified by the Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training.

The following students completed Module II, for which the course title is Criminal Justice (CJ) 81: David Cabrera,

Christina Gonzalez-Castro, Lupita Gomez, Danny Levy, Vincent Marquez, Juan Meza, Brandon Miller, Maria

Orozco, Shawn Ruiz and Brent Sargenti.

These students have completed two semesters of academy training culminating with Thursday’s graduation. They

were commended for attending these “essentially classified” training programs amid the COVID-19 pandemic,

according to VVC Director of Criminal Justice Rand Padgett. 

The programs met face-to-face, adjusting regular coursework and practices to follow required health protocol,

including social distancing.Receiving certificate awards for the top academic honors were Maria Orozco and Brent

Sargenti who both had “stellar performances” in their studies, Padgett said. 

Receiving the director’s award for outstanding trainee was Christina Gonzalez-Castro.“Christina reflects all of the

qualities wished for in a law enforcement officer: honest, true, faithful, hard-working, friendly, kind, firm and

committed to doing the right thing for the right reasons,” Padgett said.

Victor Valley College celebrates Criminal Justice
program celebrates 19 academy graduates
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The following students completed Module III, or CJ 80: Michael Arellano, Paulina Arellano, Michael Franco, Christa

Hazelwood, Louis Lujan, Yessenia Morales, Edmon Muradyan, Emmanyuil Popudrebko and Kimberly Zaragoza.

Academic awards were given to Kimberly Zaragoza and Paulina Arellano, while the director’s award went to Edmon

Muradyan.

“Edmon is a shining example of commitment, dedication, loyalty and honor to his chosen profession,” Padgett said.

Criminal justice faculty commended the graduates for their tenacity shown this year, noting that all of them work jobs

and many have families they care for while balancing coursework.

Along with the basics of law enforcement, the college’s program aims to instill important values in all of its criminal

justice students, Padgett said.

“They learn how to communicate with all types of people under pressure and gain all the skills needed to be a police

officer,” he said. “We teach them to be worthy of public trust.”

Registration is now open for Level III CJ 80, which begins with face-to-face instruction in

February. Additional in-person criminal justice classes offered in spring include CJ 30

Firearms, CJ 58 PC 832 Laws of Arrest and CJ 64 Adult Correctional Officer Academy.

For the upcoming winter semester, three CJ courses are being offered online: CJ 101

Introduction to Criminal Justice, CJ 145 Introduction to Criminal Investigations and CJ

150 Introduction to Forensics.

The Criminal Justice program at VVC aims to prepare students for an established and

fulfilling career in law enforcement. Visit www.vvc.edu/academic/administration_of_justice/

to learn more, or call VVC Director of Criminal Justice Rand Padgett at 559-908-1498.




